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“have taken puart 1§ ¥HEProgram In Human Sexuality
sponsored by the Un\iﬂlnznf Minnesota medicalschool

EDITOR'S NOTE: The folldswing nrticle
wns written by The Star's ra“gmn editor
“after he nttended mont of the sossions of n
weelk-long seminar on human’ -exlmhty ns an
invited observer. An article on the back-
ground of the program nppears today on

Page 2D.
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By WILLMAR THORKELSON
The Star's Rellglon Editer

They were urged lu respond wl!l\ l-yalmlylln for such
words ns menstruation, hnmolewﬂltv urinatlan, mus-
turhutlon nnd Infercmirng; '.‘ ‘ -H

ot

Participants! respond
When the |m||lt.lrﬁntl !h(ﬂll& out n variety of funny,
On the first night of the seven days they were togeth- — coarse and vulgar éxplanations, - any irlpgs, coording-
er, us many as six fiims were projectdd simalncounly  tor of sexual heallh services ror he medleal sehool pro-
on one wn"whllupulunlln“fmkn\uulc tared out,. " " . grum, observed: .

The film barrage Included’ i}!hfﬂ“iul!' Wtdet o= ’"lepénhlelru nmazing."
course, oral-genital sex omosexunl sex, .
masturbation, bextiolity /mad:masochlym.

i
stides, audio tapes,
group discusslons a ~LI?
peets of sexual hthnvlwr‘.
On display part o "l
merchnndise |m|||di
stimulators, \Illrnhlﬁ

In i dimly i swditorlum In southenst Minneapalis, 75 Ji
men and women were sprawled out on urpe plllows -

witching sexually explicit fllms.

ston dealt with’the lmportance of touching
us h leation. Fllms showed how chil-

ilrei gr;d Anlpols who hind not been mothered or touched
hanel |1evolvopthmrlllnun| problems,

. there were Woro Mims,
nels and lurge and small
emotional amd physleal ns-

Durlng the rest of

,wrck wis i collection of erotle
tliILInI SCX Orgnns, (nn!nlumlvc
nlhrr artiel 4

women masturbate ot some tUme,

lnke coursé - - -
ants —mnstly Luthernn child-
g, about 5000 persons who

Last week's 75 masturbation,'" he auid.

center workers—w

uial relitlonﬂ.!"p when marrled.

In the past three ynnrs X \j“ :
The objective Ia m.ﬁ%l&eu le understand thelr ,.,..Homoscunhly scasion
4

sexuality and to talk
rcomi_belter nblq to hel
2 lemsok ol

Br. Richard - A, Chllgrm dIreclsT

rhedlcal onl. 1 ee in-r
’By Ihoi F“ .’th"‘"l‘ml urch
‘ nt Ame

B L)

homusexual argued that *
anything fhey.w
’ p]hil ulhcl', pé-s

. mlnorily
discriminale aguinsl L

Because cnmmu:jcalion‘ Is tcgm’ded l;unc uf lhc mosl
difflcult areas Involving sexuality, seminar pmluipimh
» early In the week were asked to tnke part in an nxcrLi:n
in communications."

tell them that they are sick and the police tell them,
they are criminals,” he noted.

unless we can nnpm\[‘ of them,” he added,
Maurer - snid ﬁmrc are several. "myths"
pmpie' B .

oyt -y

“You can tell a 'gay’ person.

“Homosexuality is contagious and l
daughter has ane experience, he or \:hc
tirmed queer,

"Homasexuals love children i3
"Homosexuals want_ tpjump into hed Wiy
the snme sex. A

“Homosexuals are creative and artistic,
awfully 1ot of us are plain clods.

"Homosexuals hate the n;vpmuc SCX.
friends are women.' "

A J8-year-old, woman and a 23y
they had accepted their homosexuality, The woman, &
former high school teacher, said she couldn®t admit hav-
¢ feelings that weren't heterosexual until two years
aApo.

Society makes fun
“Everything | heard in society made me make fun of
‘queers,” " she said,

DR. R. A. CHILGREN_ . .
Sexuality program director :

A Minneaptis ¢
One of nine small groups in University human sexuality program

oy :

Star Photos by Larry Schrelher

DR, JAMES MADDOCK
Larpe-group leader

MARY BRIGGS
Large-group leader

3 Flndar,ln recognizing the rights of
¥S. dake

At a session dr.'\'mc‘d lu i"1.'}1:.-. Church and the Gay
Communlty,” participants sai a fllm on the strugplea
26-year-old Californian, Willlam Jahnson, had befo:e be
could bp accépled ‘for ordination n minister of the
United Chlmh of, Christ in 1972,

are “loaded"” with homosexaals
is done tothem. He added that

M:lurer sald churches
but “incredible damage™

“ s1he, kmrwﬁ ullkinda of ministers who are gay.’

RILET mere are now more than 100 “gay™ churehes

“In the nation=—a development he deplored.

"The last thing in the world Tam Inferested Inis
a new segregation,” he nplnlned.

That night, the participants went 'to homes of “pay
hosts for cocktails, then took thelr hosts out to dinner
Later, their hosts led lhum on & tour of local "pay™ bhars

pnrllclpants

4 rticisnts, lhe highlight of the weel was
N ‘l?\b u‘ternoo‘h thaty#fs proup of wheelchair occupants —
pataplegies ‘and cerebral palsy victims — nnd theip
spouses.told'ahout their sexual activity. They reported
they Ilnd found sexual fullilment — some hy using tech-
niques w l;h are penerally considered unorthodox

The wl a,of a victlm of a spinal cord injury said her
sex life ‘weg better now than when she was marricid to an
] l‘
cerehral palsy victim sald a

ng'" had responded (o his tele-
to’fl\'r him his first experience with
sex.

Throu&hnut the weel, the lectures and films were in
terspersettwlth exercises — some dnvolving relaxing,
touching; fdntasics and role-reversals,

One exerdise dealt with "value clarification™ in which
* participunts using cards were ahle to evaluate how ther
values reparding sexval behavior eated on an cmerping
traditional scale. 5
1t was Tound that mamy tended toward a liberal out
lTouk. .
Another exercise dnvalved the taking of n personal
sexunl history
Much of the time during the week wus spent in
small groups, with 10 or 11 persons asslgned to
ench, including two “group [acillintors” — n male
and a female for ench group.

Understanding attitude

In the small group sessions, the participants, apain sit
ting or lyving on pillows, pave their reactions 1o awhat
they haed seen and heard in the larpe aeditorium and
shured their feelings on o more personal level

The sl pronp, aceording to Chilgren, propeam di
rector, I8 intended (o Toster an interchnmpe that puts
these feelings into perspective nnd permits development
of an understanding attitude toward the sexunlity of self

_and others,” 2

AL the end of ench seminar, participants are asked (o
fill out questionnaires evaluating their experience. Reac-
tinns are checked npnin six weeks and o year later,

According to James Held, assistant to ("?lilurvn. ahout

n hall of the participants report that the seminar experi-

ence has changed

their sexual hehavior to give them
more satlsfuction. =

In addithon, 60 to 66 percent say the semmar changed
thelr non-sexual behavior in some wiy

More: than 90 percent of the participants «ay they
Tound the wvmnurs personally benelicmd,

) “ wle
‘

1
Mnslutll!l'lod‘i.-ns discussed nt another session. Dr, in
Jmnes Mnddock, education and training coordinator for [
« the medical gchool progrum, sald that probably 100 per-
cent of nll males and two-thirds to three-fourths of all fus
w
“Guilt is the single most difficult thing resulting from
. Mn. Briggs sald some rosearch Indicates that peo-
pl¢ who have masturbated end up with a better sex- I
bl
. .. JAMES HELD REV. JAMES SIEFKES it
. on, homosexunilty ,was led the Rev, ‘Tom Propram. assistant Seminar coordinator I
Jted Chureh of Christ minister who s = 1
r fefhirer in the sexualily program. Maurer, n W
‘people oupht to be [ree todo i . o . s
nt qm“m"y 50 Jong “ " loes not [.,( 'llll: man, wlm is training to he a pilot, said he decided
G righty™ B ~to "come out” a8 a homosexual in 1969 and told his par-
W 2 ents, He saig heinow feels free to hold hands with male
He sdid hqm n;unhi cnh\{nulr "lhr‘ iccnm{ lnrgest frtend whlla wwalking on the beach or while sailing or
soclety 'and the only one It iﬁegll to
4 s “‘;ﬁ e
“The church, tells them -that they are sinners, docta 1 Thebther two panelists sald Minneap- '('




